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Not so menac-
ing now!

This picture shows the rear of
the car with the bodykit re-
moved

This shows the offside
front with the wing re-
moved.

Replacement sills are
definitely required here!

In this issue we will not be featuring the
‘Dear Chris’ problem page, as it makes way
for our 10th anniversary centre spread.

KWE takes over!
The car was transported to us directly from Bonhams
for an overall assessment, and diagnosis of an engine
fault. On close inspection the car was found to be
exceptionally rusty, and the client agreed that the only
way to save the car was to strip it for a full body
restoration.
Much of the reason for the underlying rust is the foam
that had been injected between the steel body and the
fibreglass bodykit to provide rigidity and sound
deadening. Unfortunately, as foam absorbs water this
created very widespread and serious rusting.

The car has now been completely stripped down and
new panels are being welded in place - along with
many other body repairs. Not all panels are still
available, so many parts will be hand-made.

7 Litre Lister Mk3 Cabriolet

Our latest project is the restoration of this very rare
1985 Lister XJS with Cabriolet top and hardtop rear,
bought by our client at a Bonhams auction in March.
The car started life as a white, automatic 5.3 litre
cabriolet and over a period of four years was
converted to the black behemoth it is today.
The transformation began in 1987 when the Lister
bodykit - including the trademark wide rear arches and
raised rear lamps - was applied to the car, and a Getrag
5 speed manual gearbox fitted. The suspension was
also upgraded with 30% stiffer Koni dampers. In 1988
the car received the first of three engine transplants
in the form of a 6 litre Lister engine. This was followed
6 months later by another 6 litre engine - we don’t
know why! - and a respray in black. The final
transformation came with the engine being replaced
with a Lister 7 litre engine - a magnificent evolution of
the Jaguar V12, with tubular exhaust manifolds,
enlarged inlet plenums, gas-flowed heads, increased
fuel pressure and various other modifications.
Final power is rated at 500bhp.
It is claimed the car will do 0 - 60mph in 4.5 seconds,
with a top speed of 200mph. This would leave its
contemporary Ferrari F40 trailing behind - amazing
for such a heavy car!



Carfest Southern August 25th/26th
If you were lucky enough to get tickets for
Chris Evans’ Carfest at Laverstoke Park
Farm in Hampshire at the end of August then
come and say ‘hello’! We shall be at the show
exhibiting two very special XJSs including
our Top Gear coupé, and there will be drinks
and nibbles available for our guests.

Achieving your dream car
At KWE we realise that many people are interest-
ed in the concept of owning a modernised Jaguar
XJS or XJ saloon, ready for everyday use, but
may not know how to go about it. There is no
need to have any technical knowledge in order to
obtain the car that suits you best and we will soon
be producing a comprehensive leaflet that will
show you just how simple the process can be. If
you would like to receive one of these leaflets
then please call Theresa, or email us at the ad-
dress above.

Gallery
Here are some of  the cars completed since December 2011

Visit our website www.kwecars.com or contact us on
 (t) 01635 30030 (e) info@kwejaguar.co.uk.

What can be done to  car?
Most clients have found that the best way to start is with a KWE Condition Assessment. You bring
your car to us (or we can have it transported) and while you wait, we test it, drive it and go over
and under it thoroughly. We use a computerised checklist of over 200 tests, categorised into 1)
urgent, 2) repair, 3) restoration, 4) optional. We then summarise the report and offer costed
recommendations on how to repair or improve the car. Most of these items are ‘stand-alone’ so
the client can pick and choose what to do, to suit budget and objective.
The process takes about 2 hours during which you are welcome to stay in our waiting room, use
our WiFi and drink our coffee! There is no obligation, and the fee is £120 which we will refund if
you subsequently order a reasonable amount of work. We hope to see you here!

2012 seems to be the year
of Arctic Blue XJS’s!


